In the title N-substituted 1,2,4-diazaphosphole, C 15 H 13 N 2 P, the phenyl rings make dihedral angles of 29.8 (3) and 55.9 (3) with the 1,2,4-diazaphosphole ring. In the crystal, no significant intermolecular interactions are present.
Structure description
Five-membered 1,2,4-diazaphospholes are a unique type of aromatic heterocyclic compound with lone pairs of electrons on the hetero-atoms, -electrons on the heterocyclic ring and a low-valent phosphorus ( 2 3 ) atom. Recently, the investigation of 1,2,4diazaphospholide complexes as well as symmetric and asymmetric 1,2,4-diazaphospholes have attracted considerable interest (Zheng et al., 2006; Wan et al., 2008; Liu et al., 2014; Wang et al., 2014) . We have synthesized the N-substituted analogue, 1-methyl-3,5diphenyl-1,2,4-diazaphosphole, C 15 H 13 N 2 P, using a modified procedure of Schmidpeter & Willhalm (1984) and its crystal structure is reported herein.
In the structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the C2-and C4-phenyl rings are inclined to the 1,2,4-diazaphosphole ring by 29.8 (3) and 55.9 (3) , respectively. The C22-P4-C24 angle in the ring is 86.59 (11) , comparable to those found in the other 1,2,4-diazaphospholes (Liu et al., 2014; Wang et al., 2014) . In the crystal, no significant intermolecular interactions are present.
Synthesis and crystallization
All manipulations were carried out in an inert atmosphere of N 2 using standard Schlenk techniques in a N 2 filled glovebox. Solvents were dried over and distilled from Na/K alloy prior to use. The procedure used in the synthesis of the title compound follows that for the synthesis of other similar 1,2,4-diazaphospholes (Schmidpeter & Willhalm, 1984) , by the reaction of 1,3-diphenyl-1,3-bis(dimethylamino)-2-phosphoryl chloride and pre-dried data reports methyl hydrazine. The product from the reaction was extracted with ether (2 Â 10 ml) and after evaporation of the solvent over several days, gave pale-yellow crystals of the title compound C 71.43; H 5.16; N 11.11%. Found: C 71.41; H, 5.14; N, 11 .09%.
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 1 . 
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Computer programs: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2012) , SUPERFLIP (Palatinus & Chapuis, 2007) , SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015) , OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) , PLATON (Spek, 2009 ) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are omitted. 
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IUCrData (2016). 1, x160083 Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq P4 0.31686 (7) 0.04887 (9) 0.44478 (4) 0.0519 (2) 
